Critical Thinking, Ethical Reasoning, 
and Having Meaningful Conversations

Dr. Christopher DiCarlo

Course Outline

Online through a Zoom webinar. A recording will be available the next day for one week.

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the basics of Critical Thinking and Ethical Reasoning as frameworks for having constructive and meaningful conversations – even with those whose views and beliefs we most diametrically oppose. Learning the ABCs of Critical Thinking – Argument, Bias, and Context – along with some important ethical theories, will help students ground their beliefs into coherent and focused arguments. 

Speaking the same language, as it were, ensures a level of fairness on both sides of any issue. Using the tools of this language fairly will mean greater understanding, but also the ability to disagree entirely but not to take it personally. 

Formulating one’s thoughts into a structured argument will allow any student to literally see what their beliefs look like in a diagrammed format. To understand our biases and those of others better enables all of us to understand how we arrived at our current views about important topics. Why did so many people vote for Donald Trump in 2024? 

Understanding both human bias and the context in which events unfold is extremely important in our capacity to treat one another fairly. But that’s the great thing about the rules of Critical Thinking – it levels the playing field – for everyone! It stands as the basis of all human reasoning. Such rules lie at the very foundations of all democracies – the Rule of Law. And when its rules are violated, we tend to notice, and get rather upset by it. We have been witnessing the violation of its rules a lot these days. And we don’t like it. If you’re wondering why democracies seem to be slipping in some parts of the world, it’s because they are literally not playing fairly i.e. abiding by the universal principles or rules of Critical Thinking. When any person, organization, or country can get away with violating such rules, they can practically do whatever they want. We can’t allow the further erosion of the very foundations of human reasoning. To do so, would be at our own peril. 

Once students have become aware and adept at the importance and necessity of the ABCs of Critical Thinking along with knowledge of standard ethical theories, they will be in a much better place to formalize their current beliefs and possibly, revise a few throughout the course.
	COURSE OUTLINE
	TOPICS

	Week #1
	This class will introduce the basics of Critical Thinking - Information Constraints, what is an Argument? Biases: Biological and Cultural, Context, etc. As well, some level of Scientific Reasoning will be covered.

	Week# 2
	Ethical Reasoning, students will learn about different ethical theories to be better equipped to comprehend and discuss the various social and political issues that follow.

	Week# 3
	It may be necessary to extend both Critical Thinking and Ethical Reasoning into a third week. Some example topics will be covered.

	Week# 4
	For the remainder of the course, we shall consider various current events e.g. politics – Canadian, US, and Global, entertainment, law, sports, art, etc., as they are happening in real time. For example, currently, everyone is talking about the Epstein Files. OK, so what about them? What’s the background? What do we know? What are the potential ramifications? What does this say about society in general? 

	Week# 5


	Consider various current events e.g. politics – Canadian, US, and Global, entertainment, law, sports, art, etc., as they are happening in real time while utilizing the skills of Critical Thinking and Ethical Reasoning.

	Week# 6


	Consider various current events e.g. politics – Canadian, US, and Global, entertainment, law, sports, art, etc., as they are happening in real time while utilizing the skills of Critical Thinking and Ethical Reasoning.

	Week# 7


	Consider various current events e.g. politics – Canadian, US, and Global, entertainment, law, sports, art, etc., as they are happening in real time while utilizing the skills of Critical Thinking and Ethical Reasoning.

	Week #8


	Consider various current events e.g. politics – Canadian, US, and Global, entertainment, law, sports, art, etc., as they are happening in real time while utilizing the skills of Critical Thinking and Ethical Reasoning.





The Course Outline and all Power Point slides are to be made available here: https://www.criticalthinkingsolutions.ca/power-point-slides 

Dr. Christopher DiCarlo is a philosopher, educator, and author. He is the Principal/Founder of Critical Thinking Solutions, as well as Senior Researcher at Convergence Analysis. He is also a past Visiting Research Scholar at Harvard University. Dr. DiCarlo has won several awards including TV Ontario’s Big Ideas Best Lecturer in Ontario Award and Canada’s Humanist of the Year.
Dates:	Apr. 27 – June 22 (8 sessions, no class May 18)
Time:		Mondays, 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
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